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A DIALOGUE 
Between Mrs. Clinker and Miſs Martha Steady. 


Mrs. C. OQO Miſs Patty! You have made a fine piece 

of work on't; I hear our famous new 
preacher Mr. Jewel (a) has perſuaded you to change 
your religion, and to turn Methodiſt, — Believe me, 
there's talk enough about it. 

Miſs S. 1 wonder, Madam, that a perſon of my in- 
ſignificance ſhould be the cauſe of ſo much converſa- 
tion: and as to what is reported of my having chang'd 
my religion, 1 can only ſay that it is impoſſible for me 
to have chang'd that which I never had, 

Mrs. C. Lord, child! don't talk ſuch nonſenſe, I am 
ſure you were always good enough before you ever 
heard any of theſe canting ſort of preachers. 

Miſs S. Pray Ma'am, by what rule cou'd you form 
any judgment of my goodneſs, | 

Mrs. C. Why nobody was more conſtant at church 
and ſacrament than yourſelf ; nobody more ready to do 
a charitable action when it was in your power; and no- 
body more univerſally well ſpoken of by all the world. 

Miſs F. Theſe I apprehend are no ſcriptural proofs 
that I was in the right way to heaven, for we are told 
by an authority more than human, that the friendſhip of 
the world is enmity with God (5) ; and that we may give 
all our goods to feed the poor, and yet have no charity 
at all (c).—'Tis true indeed, I was a conſtant attender at 
church; but I am forced to own that tho' I drew nigh 
unto God with my lips, my heart was far from him : and 
indeed it is too common a cafe to ſee hundreds who make 
a point of going every day within the church walls —— 


A 2 Mrs. C. 


() A Deſcendant from that venerable Prelate Biſhop Jewel. 
(6) James iv. 4. (c) 1 Cor. xiv. 3. 
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Mrs. C. Now you are going to be uncharitable; this 
is what I deteſt in people of your way of thinking; you 
will allow none to be right but yourſelves; 

Miſs S. Nay, my dear Mrs: Clinker, only hear me out 
with patience, and if there's any want of charity in the 
ſuppoſition; I have a right to retort it upon you: don't 
you remember that you told me yourſelf no longer ſince 
than Thurſday laſt, that tho' old Mrs: Trimwwell and Mrs. 
Mary Swoe-all never miſs'd weekly prayers not monthly 
ſacrament ; yet that the one was ſo milerably coyetous 
that nobody could live with her; and the other ſcolded 
her ſervants to ſuch a degree that they were for ever 
complaining of her bad tempers ? And you faid at the 
ſame time that Lady Gamble, who conſtantly fits in the 
- ſame pew with you; makes no ſcruple of looking over. 
her adverſary's hand at cards, and is ſo much out of 
humour whenever ſhe loſes a ſhilling, that it is quite 
diſagreeablè to play with her; and whenever ſhe wins 
ſhe wilt never own it. EP 

Mrs. C. I fancy Miſs, if we were to ſearch narrowly 
into the lives of ſome who make high pretenſions to 
faintſhip; we ſhould find em not much better than their 
neighbours ! and to tell you the truth, I believe they 
are all a parcel of deſigning hypocrites; and I think if 
they had their deſerts; they ought to be well —— — 

Miſs S. Softly; ſoftly; good Mrs. Clinker, who is un- 
charibable now ?—Ir is too true, and with ſorrow I con- 
feſs that ſome who have made great pretenſions to reli- 
gion; have diſgraced their holy profeſſion by not living 
agreeably to it; but is this any proof that none are ſin- 
cere? the ſcriptures tell us that offences of this ſoft will 

ome, and that they muſt needs afford matter of ſtumb- 
ling to the world ; but ſtill the religion of the goſpel 1s 
the ſame, however unworthy of it any of its profeſſors 
Pay behave themſelves : furely you won's ſay that be- 

uſe thers is counterfeit coin there is thefefore np 77 

| gold; 


1 
gold; or becauſe Judas was a traitor, that all the other. 
apoſtles were ſo likewiſe. | 

Mrs. C. Oh! but you have ſo many diſputes among 
yourſelves, that it is enough to make one conclude it 18 
impoſſible to know what is truth ; and therefore for my 
bwn part I aſſure you I ſhall always continue in the way 
that I was brought up: Sg | 
 Mif S. In the common affairs of life; wt think that 
which is not worth diſputing about is not worth having; 
and we have an apoſtle's command to contend earneſtly 
for the faith once delivered unto the ſaints, whenevef 
that faith is attacked by men of pernicious principles 
who would corrupt the word of God, and handle i 
deceitfully 4 but it is a ſingular proof of the truth atic 
powet of real chriſtianity, that in ſpight of all the op- 
poſition arid prejudices which are raiſed * it; it 
ſtill makes its way into the heart, and breaks through 
every intervening cloud and obſtacle. --- But methinks 
we have a little departed from our ſubject; if I remem- 
ber right; you mentioned Mr, Jewel's name when you 
firſt came ih: pray did you ever hear him? 

Mrs. Ci No, thank God: and I can tell you mofeover 
that good Mr: Stiß, Mr. and Mrs. Screwup; Sit Gilbert 
Guttle, the Widow Fondle, old Lady Dowager Crab/tock, 
Mifs Giggle, Mrs. Manille, Mrs. Bridget Spade, Miſs 
Fanny Painter; and I know not how many more of the 
very beſt in the pariſh; are reſolved never to go within 
fide of the church; ſo long as he continucs there. 

Miſs S. Surely; Mrs. Huter, it ews great want of 
candor to condemn any inan unheard; 

Mrs. C. But you know very well what an uproar 
there is; and what diviſions are made in families by his 
r 5 inſomuch that the pulpits ring again. I'm 
ure I with he had never come here diſturbing the peace 
bf a quiet congregation. 

MI. S. Yes, yes, I doubt not but theit Reverences 
have been furbiſhing up their armour and preparing 

their 


ES 1 p 
their ammunition ever ſince they heard of Mr. Jewel's 
preſentation : and truly they never preach with any de- 
gree of life and ſpirit but when they are oppoſing the 
zealous miniſters of Chriſt. But pardon me my good 
friend, if I ſay that your objections are quite unreaſon- 
able: when our Lord himſelf was upon earth there was 
much diviſion becauſe of him; for ſome ſaid he is a 
good man, others nay, but he deceiveth the people (4); 
and as it was then, he that was born after the fleſh perſe- 
cuted him that was born after the ſpirit, even ſo it is 
now (e). True religion, as 1 A, before, has num- 
berleſs prejudices to fight againſt, and we are apt to 
ſteel our hearts againſt its impreſſions, becauſe it wou'd 
rob us of thoſe pleaſures and idols which promiſe us a 
deceptive 8 here below; and among the many 
charges which are brought againſt the faithful miniſters 
of the goſpel, there is none more frequent than that they 
are movers of ſedition, peſtilent fellows (/), and diſturbers 
of domeſtic peace. When the apoſtle Paul firſt deliver- 
ed his meſſage at Theſſalonica we read that the whole 
city was in an uproar, and that the mob aſſaulted the 
houſe where they ſuppoſed he was harbour'd, and drew 
out certain of the brethren, crying out, theſe that have 
turned the world upſide down are come hither alſo (g). 
Jeſus himſelf has alſo told us that he came not to ſend 

eace on the earth but rather diviſion ; that five in one 
Look ſhou'd be divided, three againſt- two, and two 
againſt three, the father againſt the ſon, the ſon againſt 
the father, the mother againſt the daughter, the daugh- 
ter againſt the mother, the mother-in-law againſt the 
* and the daughter-in-law againſt the 
mother-in-law ; and that a man's greateſt foes ſhou'd 
be thoſe of his own houſhold (+). 
Mrs. C. I well remember hearinga ſermon upon. thoſe 
very words, and the miniſter told us that all ſuch texts 
of ſcripture related to the primitive ages of the church, 


and 


(4) John vii. 12. () Gal. iv. 29. (Ff) Adds xxiv. 5, 
(2) Acts xvii. 5. 6. (+5) Matt. x. 34. Luke xii. 51, 52, 53. 
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and that now chriſtianity is eſtabliſhed, it is attended with 
eaſe and honour, and that all oppoſition to it is ceaſed... 
Miſs S. Where real chriſtianity is eſtabliſhed in the 
heart and life of any . in ſuch an one this oppo- 


ſition is ceas'd indeed; but there are many devices of 
men which go under the name of chriſtianity, and are 
made ſo palateable to our corrupt reaſon, and to the 
ſelf-righteous pride of our hearts, and withal appear ſo 
ſpecious to our natural ideas of religion, that we eaſily 
wallow the gilded bait, and often receive that for truth 
which only leads us further and further from it. --- I 
agree with you that this ſmooth inſipid kind of religion 
will never meet with any oppoſition whatever: but when 
the goſpel is preach'd in its life and e; when the 
depths of the fallen nature are faithfully open'd, when 
man is ſtripp'd of all his fancied excellencies, when he is 
held forth to view in the language of ſcripture as guilty 
helpleſs, miſerable, blind and naked; when he is to d 
that he hath neither wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctifica- 
tion nor redemption but in and through Chriſt Jeſus 
when he 1s boldly admoniſh'd of the utter impoſſibility 
of —_— God and Mammon; when his ears are 
made to tingle with that unwelcome but apoſtolic de- 
claration, © Whoſeever will be the friend of the world, 
is the enemy of God (i); I ſay when theſe grand truths 
are honeſtly * rom to the conſciences of the hearers, 
then great offence will always be taken, eſpecially by 
thoſe who have the form of godlineſs, but deny the 
power thereof. „ 
Mrs. C. Really Miſs you run on very glibly;  I:find 
Mr. Jewel is now become your oracle; but however you 
— be captivated with his long extempore harangues, 
and his theatrical geſtures, I ſhall always be much better 
pleas'd with a good, ſober, moral diſcourſe. | 
Miſs S. Indeed my dear Mrs. Clinker, I make no man 
my oracle but ſo far as he ſpeaks agreeable to the ora» 
cles of God: and with regard to what you have thought 


propet 
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(i) James ir. 44. | 


＋ — * . —ê — 
ci. = 2 
2 — 1 
—— — — 


1 


- 


15 to ſtile long extempere harangues and theatrical 


eftures, if it be a received maxim that out of the abun- 
ance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh, then, where the 
apy, of heart is really ſraſon'd with grace, there will 
be no need of the black manuſcript book, or of Doctor 
Trufter's copper-plates (t): But it is a fine caſy way of 
1 tor a miniſter to get fifty-two old ſermons, 
with two or three more for the great feſtivals, and to 
mumble theſe over and over and over to the ſame con- 
e ee (perhaps now and then changing the texts) 
r years and years together, and when he is thus ſet up 
with one Feel ment ſtock in trade, he may then 
ſpend his leiſure time as moſt ſuits his own inclination. 
Mrs. C. Fic Patty, you art abſolutely quite ſevere and 
_—_—c | 
Miſs $. Not at all Madam. I am far from condemn- 
ing all written ſermans, tho' you are pleas'd to condem 
all extempore ones; but this I mult ſay, that Loud 
have a very mean opinion of my lawyer, and ſhou'd 
think he had not enter'd very deeply into the merits of 
my cauſe, if be cou'd not plead for me without havin 
all he ſaid written down before him; neither ſhou'd I 
think that man 4 very able ſpeaker ig the houſe of com- 
mons, who cou'd proceed on his ſubject no langer than 
whilft his ſpeech was before his eyes.---In every ſtation 
of life we think that whoſoever 18 acquainted with his 
rofeſſion, ſhou'd be ſenſibly affected with the impor- 
nee of what he is engaged in; hence the muſic-maſter 
(efpecially if he have the direction of a concert) ſeems 
to ſtrain every nerve of his body, and to have all the 
powers of his ſoul call'd forth into action, not only be- 
Pore he himſelf ſenſibly feels the force of harmony, but 
becapſe he wiſhes his auditory ſhou'd be alike touch'd 


with the pleaſing ſound. Shall then the lawyer, the ſe- 


* nator, 
2 


.) Dr. Treſi in his Addreſs to the Clergy, propoſes to furniſh 
Pom with ſermons printed by copper-plates, in 
do be diſtinguiſhed from written hand, | 
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nator, the muſician, be ſo zealouſly affected about the 


things of time and ſenſe, and ſhall the ambaſſadors of the 
King of kings, the heralds of the Lord of hoſts, who are 
appointed to proclaim glad tidings of great joy to loſt 
ſinners, ſhall they who deliver the meſſage of God to 
man ſpeak in a cold unaffecting manner, as if neither 
they x nor any of their hearers had the leaſt 
concern in the ſubje& ? It cannot be: and therefore the 
Lord Jehovah commanded his prophets of old to cry 
aloud and not ſpare, to lift up their voice like a trum- 
pet, and to ſmite with their hand (7); and as if that were 
not ſufficient to prove their earneſtneſs, to ſtamp with 
their foot (n), that they might ſhew the people their tranſ- 
greſſion, and point out to them the way of hope and delive- 
rance. But 6 6 ! how ĩs all zeal for the glory of God and 


the good of ſouls now condemn'd as frenzy and enthuſi-- 


aſm ; and whilſt ſo few miniſters ſpeak from the heart them- 
ſelves, how is it poſſible they ſhou'd ſpeak 79 the hearts 
of their hearers ? but as ſoon as they have mutter'd over 
the laſt page of their ditty, what can we expect but that 
they ſhou'd fall into worldly trifling diſcourſe with their 
congregations even at the church door, and that the 
congregation themſelves, inſtead of aſking one another 
in the language of the diſciples going to Emmaus, did 
not our hearts burn within us while he open'd to us the 
ſcriptures (n)? ſhou'd begin talking over all the miſeries 
and follies of their neighbours, and perhaps expreſſing 
their deep concern that they want a fourth to make up a 
private party at quadrille the next evening; whereas if 


they had been at a playhouſe they wou'd not have fail'd 


to have ſpoken of all that they had ſeen and heard. And 
this puts me in mind of that well known anſwer of Mr. 
Betterton the player to a great dignitary of the church, 
when he aſk'd Mr, Betterton what cou'd be the reaſon 
that tho” the players ſpoke of imaginary things and the 
clergy of real ones, yet an audience was generally much 
more affected with a play than with a | « My 

B « Lord, 


(1) 18 Iviii. 1. (m) Exck. vi. 11. (n) Luke xxiv. 32. 


610) 
e Lord, (replied Mr. Betterton,) I apprehend the reaſon 
ce to be this, that we players ſpeak of imaginary things 
te as if they were real, whereas too many of the clergy 
ce ſpeak of real things as if they were imaginary.” 

Ars. C. Monſtrous! Girl, will you never have done? 
Do you ſuppoſe that Mr. Jewel knows better than ſo 
many great Divines who are twice his age? or do you 
think that there was no religion in the town till he came 
among us ? 

Miſs $. Truly Mrs. Clinker T am not for making in- 
vectives, or throwing out perſonal reflections, however 
tis an happineſs that the word of God hag given us ſome 
unerring marks whereby to know who are the true, and 
who the pretended miniſters of Chriſt. 

Mrs. C. Pray Miſs what are thole marks ? 

Miſs S. By the doctrines they preach, and by the lives 
they lead.---Beſides that in all ages the true miniſters 
have been few in number, and have always met with 
contempt and reproach by thoſe who rejected their meſ- 
ſage ; whilſt the falſe prophets were many in number, 
and lived in eaſe and good repute among thoſe who were 
deceived by them. Hence God complain'd by the mouth 
of his faithful meſſenger Jeremiah, ſaying, © the prophets 
propheſy falſely, and the people love to have it ſo:“ and 
our bleſſed Lord himſelf in his ſermon upon the mount 
ſays, © Woe be unto you when all men ſhall ſpeak well 
of you, for ſo did your fathers of the falſe prophets; but, 
bleſſed are ye when men ſhall hate you, and when they 
ſhall ſeparate you from their company, and ſhall reproach 
you, and caſt out your name as evil, for the Son of 
Man's ſake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy; for 
behold, your reward 1s great in heaven; for in the like 
manner did their fathers unto the prophets ().“ That 
is, unto the rue prophets as put in contradiſtinction to 
the /al/e prophets mention'd in the verſe before quoted. 

Mrs. C. But I defire to know by what rule you judge 
that Mr. Jewel's doctrine is found and true? 

Miſs S. 


(% Luke vi. 22, 26, 
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Mi/s S. Firſt, by bringing it to the only touchſtone 
of triith and falſchood, the word of God,---Secondly, by 
comparing it with an authority which I hope always to 
eſteem next to the ſcripture itſelf, the church of Eng- 
land, in her liturgy, articles, and homilies. 

Mrs. C. Articles and homicles ! mercy on us child, 
what are thoſe ? I confeſs I never read them, and don't 
recollect that I ever heard of them. 

Miſs $. The articles and homilies are our grand bul- 
warks againſt Popery ; they contain all the 7 — 
tal truths of the reformation; having been compiled by 
the Archbiſhops and Biſhops in the reigns of King Ed- 
ward the ſixth, and of Queen Elizabeth; and no miniſter can 
be ordained in the church of England without making the 
moſtſolemn declaration and ſubſcription that he believes 
them from his heart, to be perfectly agreeable to the word 
of God; and that he will never preach any other doc- 
trine than that which is contain'd in them; and every 
clergyman who does preach any other doctrine, is liable 
to be excommunicated and ſuſpended by the biſhop, 
until he repent of his wicked errors (p). 

Mrs. C. Pray let me hear what thoſe doctrines are. 

Miſs S. They ſet forth to us the true nature of God, 
that he exiſts in three diſtinct perſons, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, and that theſe three are one; that is, 
one in nature and in eſſence. They inſiſt univerſally 
upon the Divinity and Godhead of Chriſt : They teach 
that man 1s fallen from his original ſtate of innocence, 
and that all the faculties of his ſoul are fo diſorder'd by 
ſin, that he hath neither will nor power to recover him- 
ſelf : That ſalvation 1s by grace, through faith only, and 
not of works: That all works done before the grace of 
Chriſt and the inſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaſant 
and acceptable to God ; but that where there is true and 
living faith in the heart, it will be as evidently diſcern'd 
by the good works which it produces, as a tree is known 
by its fruits (g). 

Mrs. C. Are theſe indeed the doctrines of the eſtab- 
liſh'd church? B 2 Miſs S. 


(4) Art, ix, X, Xl, xt, Zi. 


(] Canon 5th, 


4 ( 12 ) 

Miſs S. They certainly are; and of every other pro- 
teſtant church whatever: nay, there is not a petition 
which the miniſter puts up from the deſk, not a colle& 
throughout the whole book of common prayer, but 
what breathes the ſame humbling language, and in which 
we do not confeſs either directly or indirectly, that © we 
have no power of ourſelves to help ourſelves”--that “ we 
put not our truſt in any thing that we do”---that © with- 
out God's holy inſpiration we cannot ſo much as think 
a good thought;” and that © we are accounted righteous 
before God only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt by faith, and not for our own works and 
deſervings.” 

Mrs. C. To be ſure no man, unleſs he has a ſear'd 
conſcience, will ever ſubſcribe to what he does not 
believe, meerly for the ſake of getting the church's 
emoluments; and it is alſo certain that the prayers and 
the ſermon ought to harmonize together, and yet I can- 
not ſay that I ever remember to — heard the doc- 
trines of Chriſt's divinity, the total corruption of human 
nature, ſalvation by grace, and, what you call, the work 
of the Spirit upon the ſoul, much inſiſted 41 — by our 
own miniſter; and to deal plainly with you, Miſs Patty, 
nothing wou'd be more diſguſting to me than to hear 
ſo much about the Spirit, and about inſpiration, as I 
look upon every thing of this ſort to be little better than 
cant and enthuſiaſm, 

Miſs 8. In whatever light you may look upon it, 
we have the voice of an apoſtle on our fide when we 
aſſert, © That if any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, 
he is none of his (r):” and if it be cant and enthuſi- 
aſm to expect the illumination, comforts, and ſanctify- 
ing influences of the Spirit, then you yourſelf pray'd no 
leſs than ten times in the church ſervice laſt Sunday 
morning that you might be a canting enthuſiaſt. 

Mrs. C. If I do all that our miniſter tells me to 44 


(r) Rom, viii. 9. 
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I believe I ſhall ſtand a very good chance; and if I ant 
not ſafe ; God help a many 
Miſs S. When obedience flows from the principle of 


faith working by love, it is certainly pleaſing and ac- 


ceptable to God; but if you were to keep the whole 
law in order to entitle you to heaven, and yet fail in one 
point, whether in thought, word, or deed, you wou'd lie 
under the ſentence of God's wrath, and be for ever ſhut 


out from all hope of being ſaved by your own doings : 


for thus it is written, Whoſoever ſhall keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all (/): 
and again, Curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the book of the law, to da 
them (7). Therefore by the deeds of the law there ſhall 
no fleſh living be juſtified (2). 

Mrs. C. Heighty, tighty, Miſs! why you have got 
ſcripture at your finger's end: to be ſure you have been 
finely tutor'd for ſo ſhort a time; but if I can't be ſav d 
by doing my beſt, how am I to be ſav'd at all? 

Miſs F. By believing in Jeſus Chriſt, who hath re- 
deem'd us from the curſe of the law, being made a 
curſe for us (v). 

Mrs. C. What then do you take me for a Jew, 2 
Turk, or an Heathen? I tell you I always believ'd in 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

Miſs F. It is an obſervation of the pious and learned 
Biſhop Reynolds, that © there are no ſuch bad believers 
as thoſe who think they were always believers:” and 
indeed there is a wide difference between the faith of 
cuſtom and education, and that faith which is the gift 
of God, and the work of his Spirit in the heart; the for- 
mer is common to all who profeſs themſelves chriſtians; 
the latter is only to be found in thoſe who have felt the 
burden of ſin, and who under a deep ſenſe of their loſt 
eſtate both by nature and by practice, have fled for re- 
fuge to the hope ſet before them in the goſpel of peace 
and ſalvation, Mrs. C. 


James ii. 10. C Gal. iii. 10. C Gal. ii, 16. C Gal. iii. 13. 


140 


Mrs. C. I don't like carrying on the diſpute with you, 
but I'm reſolv'd you ſhall never perſuade me to turn. 

. Miſs S. You grieve me exceedingly, dear Madam, to 
ſee you ſo much prejudiced, and {till harping upon the 
ſame ſtring.---I declare I know not what you mean by 
turning: however as you yourſelf have mention'd the 
expreſſion, permit me in few words to tell you what 
fort of turning the ſcripture makes eſſentially neceſſary; 
namely, a turning from nature to grace; from fin to 
holineſs. In this ſenſe of the word our excellent church 
teaches us to offer up our ſupplications that © the hearts 
of the diſobedient may be turned to the wiſdom of the 
juſt; and in the ſervice for Aſh Wedneſday we each 
pray for ourſelves, © tur thou us, O good Lord, and 

o ſhall we be turned.” RS 

Mes. C. I tell you once more, that I hope I ſhall get 
to heaven as well as thoſe who make ſo much ado about 
it: ſo pray let us change the ſubject or I muſt go. 
Miſs S. Do, let me intreat you to fit down quietly a 
little longer, and ſuffer me to obſerve in anſwer to what 
you ſay, that there are two ſorts of hope mentioned in 
ſcripture, the hope of the hypocrite or ſelf-deceiver, 
which ſhall periſh (w); and that lively hope full of im- 
mortality, which purifieth the ſoul, and which maketh 
not aſham'd, becauſe the love of God is ſhed abroad in the 
heart by the Holy Ghoſt (x). This is that glorious, well 
grounded hope which I ſincerely pray may be yours, 
and which ſhall never fail, till both faith and hope are 
fwallow'd up in everlaſting love. 

Mrs. C. For my part I wiſh to have every thing go 
on in peace. 

Miſs S. So does the common enemy of ſouls. Par- 
don the force of my expreſſion, but as it is founded 
upon ſcripture J cou'd not help ſpeaking plainly: for 
we read in the xith chapter of St. Luke, that when a 
ſtrong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in 
peace: but when a ſtronger than he ſhall come upon 

. him 
(w) Job viii. 13. (x) Rom. v. 5. 


on 


him and overcome him he taketh from him all his ar- 
mour wherein he truſted and divideth his ſpoils. Now 
by the ſtrong man Satan is evidently pointed out in the 
context, and by the ſtronger man Jeſus Chriſt is as 
clearly ſet forth. Here then I muſt take the liberty of, 
obſerving that as there are two ſorts of faith and two 
ſorts of hope, ſo there are two forts of peace mentioned 


in the word of God: the one is that wretched ſecurity 


which reſts upon every heart of man by nature, and is 
repreſented under the ſtriking images of /leep, darkneſs, 


and even of death itſelf : Hence that call of the apoſ- 
tle, in which all theſe three images are implied, Awake 
thou that feepeſt and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall 


give thee /ight (y).” This then is that falſe peace which 
the prince of this world wiſhes never to have diſturb'd, 
and which univerſally prevails over all thoſe who thank 


God that their conſciences were never uneaſy abcut ſin.— 


But there 1s another ſort of peace, even that peace which 
Jeſus bequeath'd as a dying legacy to his ſorrowing diſ- 
ciples, when he ſaid, My peace I leave with ycu, my 
peace I give unto you ; not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you (z).“ This is that true ſolid peace which the 


world can neither give, nor take away; a peace which 


is the effect of a lively faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and of which 


St: Paul bears this ſtrong teſtimony, “ That it paſſeth 
all underſtanding.”---The worit with I harbour in my 
heart towards dear Mrs. Clinter, is, that ſhe may ſpee- 
dily be made partaker of it. 


Mrs. C. Thank you, my dear, but I am very well ſa- 


tisfied with myſelf already.---Pray what do you think 
became of all the people who died in our town before 
this preaching about Faith and regeneration came ? Do 

you ſuppoſe they are all damn'd ? . 
Miſs $. God forbid that I ſhou'd paſs ſentence upon 
any perſon whatever. for tho! it is certain that where the 
blind lead the blind, both muſt fall into the ditch (a); yet 
at all times and in all places, every ſoul that is really 
converted to God and chang'd by grace, ſhall in the end 
; In 


(y) Eph. v. 14. (2) John xiv. 27. (a) Mat xv. 14. 


( 16 ) 


inherit everlaſting life. But I am ſorry you have no bet- 
ter argument to produce than that which is in the mouth 
of every bigotted Romiſh prieſt, © Where was your re- 
ligion (ſay they to the proteſtants) before Luther's and 
Calvins time, and © what is become of all the peo- 
ple ſay you, who died among us before this preaching 
came?” 

Mrs. C. All I meant was to expreſs my diſlike of 
Innovations. 

Miſs S. Nobody I aſſure you can more ſeriouſly la- 
ment the innovations which have crept into the doctrine, 
diſcipline, and practice of the chriſtian church than my- 
ſelf; yet from the very ſame principles as you now ar- 
gue, the Papiſts at the time of the reformation 3 
the proteſtants, and call'd them © the men of the new 
religion ;” whereas in truth their religion was the pure 
religion of the Bible, long before the corruptions ot po- 
Perl had any exiſtence.---But ſo it is, that when truth 

been long baniſh'd, and error has been long preva- 
lent, no ſooner does the former attempt to recover her 
place, than the latter moſt impudently denies her the 
pre-eminence, or becauſe ſhe may have been for a few 
ears in exile, or a ſtranger, even dares to affirm that 

r origin 1s ſpurious, and to treat her as an intruder. 

Mrs. C. What is all this to the purpoſe ? 

Miſs F. I preſume it is very much to the purpoſe; 
becauſe thouſands in this land, tho' reform'd as to ſome 
ſuperſtitious ceremonies, are nevertheleſs ſunk into the 
very dregs of popiſh doctrine, without ſo much as ſuſ- 
pecting it; and tho' Bible, Articles, Homilies, and the 
whole church of England liturgy are point blank againſt 
them, yet they as readily ſwallow down the proud, anti- 
chriſtian, jeſuitical tenets of free-will, man's merit, 
two-fold juſtification, and even of ſinleſs perfection, as 
if they were the genuine growth of ſcripture and of pro- 
teſtantiſm ; whereas in truth and in fact they are ſome of 
the rankeſt weeds of the popiſh and pelagian dunghill. 

Mrs. C. Hey-day, Miſs! I fancy you intend to take 
orders ſoon, Mys . 


1 J 


Miſs S. The ſubject we are upon, Mrs. Clinker, is of 
roo important a nature to be put off with a ſneer. 1 
pretend not to argue with you as a divine, but as a chri/- 
tian; and under this character, it is incumbent upon 
you, upon me, and upon all who profeſs the name of 
Chriſt, to be ready to give a reaſon for the hope that 1s 
in us (4).---Surely in a matter on which my eternal ſal- 
vation depends, it wou'd argue the moſt extravagant 
folly to be able to aſſign no other cauſe why I call my- 
ſelf a chriſtian, than becauſe my father and my grand- 
father were ſo before me; nor why I am a proteſtant, 
than becauſe | was born in the iſland of Great Britain. 
Upon the very ſame principles, had I been born in 
Japan I muſt have been an heathen ; had I been born in 
Turkey I ſhou'd have been a mabometan ; and had I been 
born in France, Spain, Italy, or Portugal, I muſt have 
been a romani/t : and every pagan, muſſulman, or papiſt, 
might give as good a reaſon why they are any of the three. 

Ars. C. Not to hold any further diſpute on that 
point, I muſt now mention an objection which I have 
very often heard brought againſt Mr, Jewel, particularly 
by my very good friends Mr. Canon Temple and old 
Lady Church, as alſo by Mr. Biſhop, Mrs. Chancel, and 
Doctor Steepleton. It is, that he is a very great favourer 
of the diſſenters, many of whom it is notorious come 
frequently to hear him. 

Aſs S. Mr. Jewel is a man of a candid, benevolent 
remper, who hates all narrowneſs and bigotry of ſpirit ; 
and tho' as a miniſter of the eſtabliſhment he bears a 
particular attachment to the church of England, yet he 
loves all fincere chriſtians, by whatever — oo Far 
they may be diſtinguiſhed, and has the happineſs of be- 
ing loved by them in return. And if ſome worthy per- 
tons among the diſſenters come often to hear him, ſurely 
this is a good proof of their catholiciſm, and cannot juſtl 
be made a matter of objection againſt him; for Whi 


of the two is the beſt friend of the church, he who by 
% wp preaching 


(3) 1 Peter ili. 15. 
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preaching unſound doctrine drives his hearers from the 
church to the diſſenters, or he who by faithfully declar- 
ing the whole council of God, brings the diſſenters from 
the meeting to the church ? 

Mrs. C. I confeſs the objection appeared to me rather 
frivolous when I firſt heard it mentioned, and now you 
have intirely convinced me that it is fo, | 

Miſs S. lam happy to find you ſo ingenuous, my dear 
friend, and ſince we are upon the ſubject, permit me to 
obſerve concerning diſſenters, that we ought always to 
rank them into two claſſes, viz. thoſe who diſſent in ſome 


eſſentia} points of faith, and thoſe who diſſent only in 


ſome little circumſtantial matters of external worſhip and 
diſcipline. The former are the dangerous diſſenters, and 
we ought the more to be on our guard againſt them ; 
becauſe legions of them who love the church's prefer- 
ments, much better than her doctrines, have taken pol- 
ſeſſion of our pulpits, from whence they vent their 
poiſonous errors without diſmay or controul. With 
theſe diſſenrers it is impoſſible to live in harmony and 
friendſhip, and we are even enjoined not to bid them 
God ſpeed, nor even to receive them into our houſes, leſt 
we ſhould be partakers of their fins (c).---But where as 
T obſerved before, there is no other diſſention than about 
ſome trifling modes and ceremonies, there we may ſtill 
be united in heart and affection, ſeeing we may ö 

members of that ſame myſtical hody whereof Chriſt him- 
ſelf is the head. Thus that man is no dangerous diſſenter 


who perhaps ſcruples to put on a ſurplice when he prays 


in public, for he may nevertheleſs have put on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and may pray with the Spirit and with the 
underſtanding (d): but he is a daugercus diſſenter, who, 
whether he wear the ſurplice or no, is not clothed with 
that white linen which is the righteouſneſs of the ſaints (e), 
and whodenies that the Spirit helpeth our infirmities and 


teacheth us to pray (J). In ſhort, the whole world is 
| di- 


(c) 2 John x. 11. (4) Rom, xiii. 14. Pf. xlvii. 7. 
(% Rev. xix. 8, (/) Rom. viii. 26. 


e all 
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divided only into two farts of people, converted and un- 

converted, the children of God and the children of this 

world: and at the great day it will not be aſk'd wae- 

ther a man receiv'd the communion fitting or kneeling, 

nor whether he was baptiz'd ſooner or later, by * 
P 


ling or by immerlion ; but whether the blood of ſprink- 
ling was ever applied to his conſcience, whether he ever 
knew what it was ſpiritually to feed upon Jeſus Chriſt by 
living faith; and whether he was ever made partaker of 
the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt; for in both facraments 
the outward form or viſible ſign” (as our catechiſm 
calls it) can be of no avail without © the inward and 
ſpiritual grace, or thing ſignified.” 

Mrs. C. I thank you for thus ſtating the diſtinction, 
and cannot help acknowledging the juſtneſs of it. But 
I muſt ſtill beg leave to mention one or two other mat- 
ters which I have heard objected againſt Mr. Jewel. 

Miſs S. Pray Mrs. Clinker ſpeak without reſerve: I 
aſſure you I ſhall be far from vindicatiag him in any 
thing that may appear improper. 

Mrs. C. Laſt night I happened to be playing a pool 
at Mrs. Shujfeton's, with old Mrs, Honour Catwel!, Mrs. 
Pryabout, Lady Wormwood, and a few other friends, and 
who ſhould come in but Dean Dratoler, and with him 
the grave and ſedate Mr. Heartwhole---During the time 
of tea, and between the deals, the converſation almoſt 
intirely turn'd upon Mr. fewel, Mr, Heartwhole ſaid 
he wondered any body ſhou'd be ſo ab/urd as to run after 
him, and that in general the people of this way were 
either poor ignorant creatures who knew no better, or 
elſe, ſuch as had been very looſe and profligate in 
their morals. The good Dean immediately acquieſced 
in the remark, as did alſo the whole company, and in- 
deed I was ſo much ſtruck with the propriety of it, that 
I gave my hearty approbation to every word which was 


ſpoken, | 
C 2 Miſs S. 
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Miſs S. From the very firſt ages of the church down 
to the preſent period, the ſame cavils have always been 
rais d againſt the goſpel and its faithful miniſters, by 
men of the ſame character with Dean Drawler and 
Mr. Heartwhole., When God himſelf was manifeſt in 
the fleſh, tho” the common people (we read) heard 
him gladly,” yet it was taunted againſt his diſciples © have 
any cf the rulers or of the phariſees believed on him?“ 
and he himſelf was reproach'd as being © a friend of pub- 


licans and finners.” But by thoſe very means which 


man makes uſe of to pour contempt upon true religion, 
God does and will get himſelf the greateſt glory, viz. 
by inſtrufting the moſt ignorant, and pardoning the 
moſt guilty. Had Jeſus intended to propagate his goſ- 
pel by worldly grandeur and worldly wiſdom, he never 
wou'd have appeared on earth as the reputed ſon of a 
carpenter, nor have choſen. poor illiterate fiſhermen to 
be his chief companions, and the principal inſtruments 
of accompliſhing his great deſigns, and however theſe 
objections may and do prove © as ſtones of ſtumbling 
and rocks of offence, to men who are wiſe in their own 
conceits, and righteous in their own eyes;” yet our 
bleſſed Lord, inſtead of endeavouring to obviate them, 
plainly told the ſelf-juſtifying phariſees, that “ pub- 
licans and harlots wou'd go into the kingdom of heaven 
before them,” that © the whole needed not a phyſician, 
but thoſe that were ſick;“ and never perhaps did he know 
an happier hour, (for it is written “ that he rejoiced in 
ſpirit,”) than when he ſaid © I thank thee, Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them unto 
babes: even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy 
light.“ 

Mes. C. Pray Miſs Patty did you ever converſe with 
Parſon Squabble upon theſe ſubjects? I'm perſuaded he 
wou'd ſoon ſet you right, if you wou'd but mind what 


he ſays. | 
Miſs C. 


(21 


Miſs S. I am no ftranger to the real character of 
Parſon Sgabble. He is as ſly a fellow as any in Eng- 


land; there's he and the Rev. Mr. Guzzle go every now 
and then to dine with Squire Gawkey at Noodle-hall, and 


there they fit and cram themſelves up to the throat, and 


by way of making the 'Squire laugh tell him a parcel 
of ridiculous lies about methodiſts, and then they go 
away and in return laugh at him in their ſleeves, And 
if you have a mind to have any farther inſight into 
good Parſon Squabble's character, I can affure you that 
if he was, but half as active to ſave his pariſhioners ſouls 
as he is to wrangle with them about tithes and aſſeſſ- 
ments, he would be one of the beſt clergymen in the 


county, but the truth is that poor Sguabble is much more 


expert in worrying the ſheep, than in feeding them. 
Mrs. C. Well, well, may be ſo.- But 1 ſhall now 


mention a very great oddity that I have heard of Mr. 


Tewel. 
Miſs $. What is that, Mrs. Clinker ? 

Mrs. C. They tell me that he goes a viſiting all about 
his pariſh; and that he is ſcarcely got into an houſe but 
he begins about religion. For my own part I ſhou'd 
be frighten'd to ſee him come in. 


Miſs S. If the ſubject were not too ſerious, my friend's 
objection wou'd really extort a ſmile from me. Tis 


true Mr, Jewel looks upon it to be his incumbent duty 
to viſit his pariſhioners, purſuant to the ſolemn charge 
he receiv'd from the Biſhop for that purpoſe ; and when 
he does viſit them, he thinks it wou'd be the higheſt 
proſtitution of his time and office not to converſe with 


them upon thoſe ſubjects, on which all their happineſs 


both here and hereafter depends; and therefore he is not 


aſham'd. to introduce the Bible in preference to a pack 
of cards, or to declare the love and grace of his Saviour, 
rather than hear or relate all the idle tittle tattle of the 
town, No, he leaves-theſe things for thoſe who hope 
to be ſav'd by their own virtue and good works, whilſt 

it 
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it is the determination of bis heart to know nothing 
comparatively among his flock, but Jeſus Chriſt, and 
him crucified. 

Mrs. C. You may run on as long as you pleaſe, Miſs, 
but it is a certain evidence to me, "that a perſon either, 
wants good breeding, or is a very great Euthuſiaſt, who 
talks ſo much about religion. 

Miſs S. That the topic is a moſt unfaſhionable one, 
- ve E-r 4 — allow; and yet the apoſtle Paul neither 

having his polzteneſs call'd in queſtion, or being 
— as an entbuſiaſt, when he commanded us to 
exhort one another daily, to have our converſation in 
heaven; and to let our communication be always to 
the uſe of edifying, fit to miniſter grace unto the hear- 
ers (g). Now let not my dear Mrs. Clinker be angry, if I 
deſire her to examine whether ſhe has not as much liv'd 
in direct oppoſition to theſe divine injunctions, as if 
there were no ſuch words to be found in the Bible. 

Mrs. C. I always talk of thoſe things that the reſt of 
my acquaintance talk about; and indeed I am not one 

of thoſe who are for making a ſhcw of religion, and yet 


I truſt I have as good an heart as thoſg who are always 


canting, whining, and praying. 

Miſs S. Though we arc call'd upon to pray without 
ceaſing (b), which at leaſt means that our hearts ſhou'd be 
always in a praying frame, yet I am as much againſt 
canting and whining as you can be: however don't let 
us call things by wrong names, ſince theſe expreſſions 
are frequently made uſe of in order to pour contempt 
upon every thing that has the leaſt ſhadow of real piety. 
And tho' I don't mean to form any worſe judgment of 

our heart than of my own, or of others, yet I never found 
it recorded in ſcripture that the heart of any individual 
is naturally good in the ſight of God, but deceitful above 
all things, and deſperately wicked (i); ; and I'm * 


(g Heb. iii. 13. Phil. iii. 20. Eph. Iv. 29. 
I Theſl. v. 7. . Jer. xvii. . 


* 


* 
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that if you cou'd but call to mind every thing that has 
paſs'd in your heart this one day, even when you were 
engaged in your cloſet duties, how little you have 
thought about God and eternity, and how much about 
the world and yourſelf, that you wou'd find cauſe enough 
for the deepeſt repentance and humiliation, eſpecially 
when you reflect who it is that has ſaid, * My fon, give 
me thine heart (&).” 

Mrs. C. To be ſure it's very right that we ſhov'd all 
give up our hearts to God. But pray, Mits Steady, tell 
me now what is your objection to playing at cards. 

Miſs F. When we conſider how exceeding ſhort the 
time 1s which we have to continue here, when compared 
with an awful eternity, and how much depends on our 
right improvement of that time; I believe there are 
very few, who when they come to die, wou'd with to 
reflect on oe hour, much leſs on (perhaps) one 
thou/and ſpent in an amuſement, where, to ſay the 
leaſt, every thing relating to the concerns of ano- 
ther world is intirely kept out of ſight.— But this is 


not all. I believe it ſeldom happens that they who ſa- 


criſice their time in card playing, do not find their 
tempers much hurt and affected by it: elſe why ſo 
much anxiety? why ſo many diſappointed looks and 
wry faces when a trifle is loſt? why ſo much ſecret joy 
at pocketing a few ſhillings of one's neighbour's pro- 
perty? why ſo much jarring and jangling with one's 
partner for leading the ace inſtead of the deuce? and 
why ſo much playing the whole game over again both 
in mind and words even after the aſſembly is broke 
up?—You know, Mrs. Dealer. Nobody more con- 
ſtant at cards every evening; nobody more regular ar 


church every morning than herſelf. It was bur the 


other day that coming into the pew when the pfalms 
were reading that ſhe aſked the lady next her what was 
trump? meaning to inquire what day of the month it 


was? 
As. 


{4) Prov. xxiii 26. 


( 4) 
Me,. C. Well! Miſs, and if the next time ſhe had 
been playing at cards ſhe had aſk'd what day of the 
month it was, pray where would have been the harm 
of that ? 

Miſs S. It is not ſo much the particular queſtion of 
Mrs. Dealer that I condemn, as the temper of her 
heart, which was ſo much ſet upon cards that they 
were uppermoſt in her mind even when her body was 

rforming the outward duties of religion: but I ap- 
prehend there was no great danger of her aſking the 
revers'd queſtion you propoſe, unleſs religion engaged 
as much of her thoughts at the card table, as it 1s to 
be fear'd the card table often does at the church. 

Mrs. C. But tho' nobody loves a good play or an in- 
nocent game at cards better than Mrs. Shufheton yet you 
mult certainly allow that ſhe is a very religious woman, 
for ſhe has prayers in her family night and morning, and 
gives both money and medicines to many poor ſick peo- 

le, and yet you know how much ſhe ſpoke againſt Mr. 
bel the other night at Lady Ki//time's. 
Miß S. I believe indeed that there are few who go 
further in the externals of religion than Mrs. Shuffleton; 
but as ſoon as her duties are over do they leave any di- 
vine ſavor upon her heart? Does ſhe ſeem to make up 
her happineſs in Chriſt? Is ſhe not as trifling in her 
converſation, as worldly in her diſpoſition, and is ſhe 
not delighted with the very ſame follies and entertain- 
ments that amuſe the moſt abandon'd and profane? 
However admitting all you ſay of Mrs. Shyflleton's de- 
votion, yet we read in the Acts of the Apoſtles that de- 
vout women have before now been inftrumental in raiſ- 
ing perſecutions againſt the faithful miniſters of Chriſt, 

Mrs. C. Mercy on us, Pat, why you wou'd con- 
demn all the good people in at this rate. And 
poſitively you make me quite ſick; I tell you I am 
for having every 'body good, without chattering and 
making a rout about it. 


Miſs 


( a3 J 


Miſs . I fincerely join with you in wiſhing that thepe 
was much leſs chatteriug and making routs than there is; 
but let us remember that light cannot be hid, and that 
we are not to take a candle and put it under a buſhel; 
but on a candleſtick, that all that are in the houſe may 
leethe light (): now real Chriſtians are faidto be the light 
of the world, and the ſalt of the earth, and are compar'd 
to cities ſet on an hill (n); ſooner therefore can light itſelf 
he turned into darkneſs, ſooner can ſalt loſe its ſavor; 
and ſooner can an high conſpicuous city be inviſible to 
the eyes of the beholder, than a true behever can be 
unnoticed from the multitude of nominal profeſſors 
round about him: But is it not ſtrange, that tho' we 
are creatures of a day, that tho' we have immortal ſouls 
within us which muſt be for ever happy or for ever 
miferable; that tho' Jeſus Chriſt has vouchſafed to die 


for our ſins, and to riſe again for our juſtificatisn; yet 


that the grand ſubject which moſt of all concerns us is 
the only one that is quite kept out of ſight? There 1s 


time enough to talk about dancing aſſemblies and card 


aſſemblies; who and who made themſelves very particu- 
lar together; who dreſſes the moſt genteely; and who 


make themſelves the moſt awkward figure; who makes 
the grandeſt entertainments, and who gives the moſt pal- 
try dinners; we can hold forth for hours together about 


elections, politics, races, deaths, and marriages; and 
— if but a ſingle word is dropp'd about Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the ſalvation of the ſoul, ſilence or diſguſt 
is the immediate conſequence. 


Mrs. C. May be fo. But I can never give up the 


neceſſity of a prudent compliance with the world. 
Miſs S. Then it is certain that you mult give up your 


bible; but whilſt we are in health and ſpirits, and ſtran- 


gers to any work of grace upon the ſoul, we can plead 
as loudly for our favourite indulgencies as the ſcriptures 
plead againſt them; but when a ſevere ſickneſs comes, 
| D '- and 

Acts xiii. 50. u Mat. v. 13, 15. 
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and lays us upon the bed of languiſhing, and particu- 
larly when death the king of terrors ſtares us in the face, 
when anxious friends are weeping all around us, when 
the ſilent phyſician ſhakes his Ay and the flutter- 
ing pulſe indicates a ſpeedy diſſolution ; in ſuch an hour, 
will it be a more comfortable reflection that we have 
thro' divine grace devoted our hoe hearts to the Savi- 
our of ſinners, or that we have ſtrenuouſly ſtood up for 
the expediency of giving a part of them to the world 
and its gratifications ? 
| Mrs. C. O dear, I ſhall certainly have the vapors— 
Is'nt it almoſt nine o'clock, Ma'am ? 

Miſs S. No, Ma'am, it has not yet ſtruck eight; but 
give me leave to continue the ſubject, and to obſerve 
that when death and judgment—-- 


Mrs. C. Pray Patty let's have done, for I perceive 
that what Mrs. Blabington and Mrs. Cackleworth told 
me the other day is too true—You are irrecoverably 
gone; however I hope theſe notions won't make you 
mopiſh and melancholy. 

Miſs. S. So far from it, Madam, that I never knew 
what ſolid happineſs was till I found it in religion, and 
whatever prejudices may be taken up againſt it by thoſe 
who arc itrangers to its delights, yet one who had tried 
every earthly enjoyment affirm'd them to be all vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit (2); but ſpeaking of religion he 
ſays her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her 
paths are peace (0). 

Mrs, C. Indeed, Miſs Patty, it's later than you think 
for, therefore I ſhall wiſh you a good night: and I muſt 
fay that I really believe you mean well; however I 
hope you won't make yourſelf ſo very particular, but 
will go a little more into the world. 

Miſs. S. Whilſt I read ſuch texts in my bible as Be 
not conformed to this world (p). No man can ſerve = 
maſters 


(7) Eccl. i. 14. (e) Prov. iii. 17. (p) Rom. xii, 2. 
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maſters (). Whoſoever will be my diſciple, let him take 
up his croſs daily, and deny himſelf and follow me (r). 


If any man love the world the love of the Father is not 


in him (/). She that liveth in pleaſure is dead while ſhe 
liveth (z). Set your affections on things above, and 
not on things on the earth (4). Strive to enter in at 
the ſtrait gate, for ſtrait is the gate and narrow is the 


way that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find 


it; becauſe wide is the gate and broad is the wa 
which leadeth unto deſtruction, and many there be whic 
go in thereat (w); I ſay, when I read tlieſe texts and a 
thouſand more of the like import, I can never believe 
that a divided heart is a ſacrifice with which God will 
be well pleaſed. | 

Mrs. C. I ſtill think that all extremes ought to be 
avoided; and that it is ſafeſt to keep the middle way. 

Miſs S. We read in ſcripture, as I was juſt now ob- 
ſerving of a ſtrait way to heaven, and a broad way to 


deſtruction, but we no where read of a middle way; 


however there is mention made of a middle ſtate between 
hot and cold, and the following is the ſentence which 
the word of inſpiration pronounceth againſt all ſuch as 
are in that ſtate, I know thy works, that thou art neither 
cold nor hot: I wou'd thou wert cold or hot, So then be- 
cauſe thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I 
will ſpue thee out of my mouth (x). Here you ſee as an 
open enemy is preferable to a pretended friend, ſa they 
who are totally careleſs and indifferent about religion, 
are much leſs offenſive to God, than ſuch as are for 
keeping the middle way of lukewarmneſs; the reaſon of 
which muſt appear very clearly, if you will ſuffer 
me to put the — of ſuch perſons into the form 
of a prayer, which we may ſuppoſe wou'd run in ſome 
ſuch expreſſions as the following. © O Lord, thy word 
requires that I ſhou'd love thee with all my heart, with 


D 2 all. 
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«all my mind, with all my foul, and with all my. 
« ſtrength (y), that T ſhou'd renounce the world, and 
« ſhou'd prefent myſelf as an holy, reaſonable and 
«lively ſacrifice unto thee (z); but, Lord, theſe are 
« ſuch over righteous extremes as I cannot away with: 
ce therefore grant that thy love, and a moderate ſhare 
* of the love of this world, may both reign in my 
te heart at once. I aſk it for Jefus Chriſt's fake, Amen.” 

Now, my dear Madam, if you are ſhock'd at ſuch a 


petition, conſider that it is the ext language of your 


own heart, whit you can plead for what you call the 
middle way in religion. 

Mrs. C. To be ſure religion is not to be neglected, 
yet I am apprehenſive leſt jo much of it ſhou' d make 
the common people idle. 

Miſs $. Your objection, Madam, is as old as Pharoah's 
= when the opprels'd Iſraelites requeſted leave to go 

nd ſacrifice to the Lord in the Wilderneſs; the language 
of the haughty monarch was, Ye are idle! ye are idle !: 
therefore ye ſay Let us go and facritice to our (God (4). 
For my own part I am id far from countenancing idle- 
nels, that I believe it is as neceſſary for the mom 
people to labour as to pray, and am well perſuaded 
that the heart may often be engaged in the work of 
heaven, whilſt the hands are about the neceſſary buſi- 
neſs of earth: nor can I maintain a favourable opinion 
of any man as a Chriſtian, who makes religion an ex- 
cuſe for neglecting his duty in the ſtatton wherein God 
has plac'd him, and therefore thoſe two thihgs which the 
apoſtle joins together, no man ought to put aſunder. 


Not ſlothful in bufineſs; but fervent in ſpirit, ſerving 
the Lord (c). 

Ars. C. I muſt atknonedge that what you ſay on 
this point appears reuſonable enough, but I have ob- 
ſerved that during our Whole converſation you have 


| talk'd 
(z) Mark xii. 33. (z) Rom. xii. 1. (a) Exod. v. 17, (c) Rom xii. 11. 


„ | 
talk'd to me juſt as if I was a very wicked bad creature. 
—Pray do you make no difference between me and any 
naughty woman who walks the ſtreets. 

Miſs $. That there is a great difference between one 
ſin and another in point of guilt and aggravation, there 
is no doubt; yet before the law of God I make no dif- 
ference between the moſt decent formaliſt, and the moſt 
abandon'd profligate, becauſe the ſcripture itſelf makes 
none, having declar'd in expreſs. terms that zhere is no 
difference, ſeeing that all have ſinned and come ſhort 
of the glory of God (4). [Ignorance of this important 

/ truth is the deſtruction of thouſands, who inſtead of com- 
paring themſelves with the law, and ſeeing that the 

leaſt deviation from it ſubjects them to the curſe, (for 
ſin is the tranſgreſſion of the law) (e) and the wages of | 
ſin is death (/), are ready to cry out with the phariſee 
of old, God I thank thee that I am not as other men 
are (g); by this means their ſouls remain in blindneſs 
both as to their diſeaſe and as to their remedy; for. as 
nothing gives them greater offence than to be told that | 

they ſtand upon a level with the very publicans and har- | 
lots, aud that the pride, enmity, unbelief and ſelf- ; 
righteouſneſs of their hearts are perhaps ſins of a deeper | 

die than thoſe outward immoralities which they condemn 

in others, ſo they will not be perſuaded but that God 
will be much more inclin'd to receive them and to ſhew ' 

them mercy on account of ſomething that they think 

good in themſelves, than he will to receive or ſhew-mer- 

cy to thoſe who have gone great lengths in the groſſeſt 
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abominations. a 

Ars. C. 1 can never think myſelf ſo bad as you would 

make me. F | 

Alis S. Tis not what I make you, but what the 

word of God makes you that you ought to attend to : { 

however, if you will but call to mind what you ſaid of | 
| | | | yourſelf 


(4) Rom. iii. 23. (e) 1 John iii. 4 C/) Rom. vi. 23. 
(g) Luke xvill. 11. 
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yourſelf laſt time you went to church and approach'd 
the Lord's table, you will find that your own mouth 
condemn'd you much more than I have done; for you 
J then confeſs'd over and over again that you were a mi- 
bi ſerable ſinner, a loſt ſheep, that the remembrance of 
your fins was grievous unto you, and the burden of 
them intolerable (þ); and therefore you beſought God 
pitifully to behold the ſorrows of your heart: now if 
you did not feel the truth of theſe expreſſions in your 
inmoſt ſoul, whilſt you acknowledg'd them with your 
lips, it 1s to be fear'd you have only been guilty of a 
ſolemn mockery of the Moſt High, and if you did feel 
the force of them, then it is certàin that I have not ſet 
you forth in any worſe colors than thoſe in which you 
have painted yourſelf. | 

Mrs. C. But I have endeavoured to repent and 
amend; and upon this account I doubt not but God 
will be merciful to me. | 

Miſs S. Repentance and amendment are certainly 
right in their proper place, and no foul ſhall be ſav'd 
without them; yet it is not on account of thefe that & 
God will be merciful to any ſinner whatever; but only 
on account of what Jeſus has done and ſuffer'd. Re- 
pentance, obedience, and even faith itſelf are not me- 
ritorious cauſes of our ſalvation, but they are thoſe 
gifts and graces which God is pleas'd freely to beſtow. 
upon all thoſe whom he has taken into covenant with 
himſelf. Beſides, ſuppoſe you were to be ever ſo ſorry 
ſor ſin, this ſorrow wou'd indeed prove your guilt, but 19 
1 cou'd in no wiſe undo what 1s paſt. | 
| | > Mrs, C. This doctrine is enough to drive one to de- 
% pair. | 

Miſs S. If it drive you to deſpair of being. ſaved by 
any thing you have done, or can do, either in whole or 
in part, it is well; ſince this is the only way whereby 

Ti! you 
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you can be brought to ſet a due value upon the goſpel 
of Chriſt; and when you can take him as all your ſal- 
vation, and can rely upon his promiſes, then you will 
find that a ſenſe of your intereſt in him, and of his par- 
doning love ſhed abroad in the heart, is the very oppo- 
ſite of that gnawing corroſive ſenſation and anguiſh of 
conſcience which are properly meant by the word 
deſpair, | 

Mrs. C. Indeed, Miſs Patty, I can bear it no longer, 
—ſo once more, good night. 

Miſs S. Good Night, Mrs. Clinker ; but let me not 
part with you without one promiſe. | 

Mrs. C. What is that? 

Miſs S. That you will not condemn Mr. Jewel upon 
the report of others; but that you will diveſt yourſelf 
of prejudice, and will go and hear for yourſelf, at leaſt 
three times, as it is impoſſible to form any competent 
judgment of the general ſcope of a miniſter's preachin 
from one ſingle ſermon. Remember that when an Apoſ- 
tle preach'd, ſome went out contradicting and blaſphem- 
ing, but others had candor enough to ſay, “ We will 
hear thee again as to this matter (7) :” therefore let me 
addreſs Mrs. Clinker with “ Go and do thou likewiſe :” 
and if ſome ſhou'd be hardy enough to ſay, He has a 
devil and is mad, why hear ye him,” I truſt you will 
ſoon be convinced that the words which he ſpeaks are 
not the words of him that hath a devil (&“). | 

Mrs. C. But his ſermons are ſo horribly long, and the 
weather is ſo cold, that I ſhall be both tired and ftarv'd 
to death, 

Miſs S. When you came from the play laſt Tueſday 
evening, you ſaid you were ſo charm'd that you cou'd 
have fat all night, and yet you cannot bear to fit one 
hour to hear the word of God. —'Tis true, a cold ſermon 
and a cold church are neither of them very deſirable ; 
and if I had been one of Par/on Droner's auditors I 
mou'd willingly have admitted his plea for coming to a 
{pcedy 


(i) Ads xvii. 32, (4) John x. 21. 
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ſpeedy concluſion on account of the inclemency of the 
| 2veather ; but J hope when you are at Mr. 7ewel's church, 
you will hear ſomething which will at once command 
{ your attention and warm your heart. 

il Ars. C. For my part, I am well contented with my 
own pariſh church, 2 2 

Miss S. And fo ſhou'd I, Madam, if I cou'd hear the 
good old ſcripture doctrines of our own church conſtant- 
ly preach'd in it; otherwiſe 1 can ſee no ſuch mighty 
attraction in church walls. — We blame not the hungry 
beggar who wanders from door to door becauſe he has 
nothing to eat at home, nor are you yourſelf ſurprized 
when you ſee the Lawyer Sipwell, or your neighbour 
Mr. Swillington making ſuch frequent enquiries where 
they may find the beſt tap, ſurely then 

Mrs. C. What a zealous creature you are to make 
converts to your own way of thinking ? 

Miſs S. When I ſee the great zeal of many to pro- 
mote the ſervice of the world, and to diſcountenance 
every appearance of godlineſs which goes beyond the 
faſhion of the times, inſtead of fancying that I have any 
unneceſſary degree of zeal for God, I may juſtly be 
aſham'd of my cowardice, eſpecially when I conſider how - 
good a maſter I ſerve, and how good a cauſe I am en- 
gaged in—But why does my friend ſuppoſe that reli- 
gion is merely a way of thinking; whereas it is nothing 
leſs than a change of-ſtate, and a change of nature, and 
therefore ſet forth in ſcripture by the ſtriking expreſ- 
ſions of a new birth (7) and a new creation (n). 

i Mrs. C. [Pulling the bell] I take the liberty Ma'am 
5 of ringing the bell for Sam to come up, and open the 
ſtreet door. Cood night, Miſs Steady, good night. 

4 | Miſs S. Adieu, Mrs. Clinker, I heartily wiſh you well, 


(1) John iu. 5. (m) 2 Cor. v. 17. 
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An Evening ConversaTion between four very good 
old LAbiks over a comfortable Game at Yuadrille. 


/ Lady. I Have had a melancholy Piece of News to-Day in 
I a Letter from my good Friend Mrs. Formal: dhe 
tells me, that M. Fs eldeſt Son is certainiy 
turned Methodiſt. Ez 
2d Lady. Turned Methodit ! Sure you don't ſay ſo; I'm cer- 
tain, if it is true, it will be a great Grief to his Pa- 
rents, who are very worthy good Sort of People as 
ever lived. Pray Ma'am did you play Baſts ? 

34 Lady. I aſk leave. Hearts and the King of Diamonds. 

4th Lady. Indeed Mr. and Mrs. F. are both much to be pitied, 

for they have had a great many undeſerv'd Afflictions 
in their Family. I think it is but lately that their 
eldeſt Daughter died of a violent Fever, and now 
their Son is turn'd Methodiſi.— Spadille. 

1 Lady, 6 think, Ma'am, they have another Son who is in 

rders. 

24 Lady. Ves, Ma'am, they have ſo; it was his own Inclination 

to have gone into the Army, but there being a very 
good Living in the Family, his Father determined 
he ſhould be bred to the Church. 

34 Lady. Pray, Ma'am, what is a Methoaift. 

4th Lady. Indeed, Ma'am, I don't know. Manille. 

1/7 Lady. O Lord, Ma'am, it is ſomething very bad. I have 
heard Mr. Cæcus, the Sub-Dean, who you now 
generally makes a fourth at our private Parties, 
preach two excellent Sermons againſt them at the 
Cathedral: In the one he told us, that their Doc- 
trines tended to ſet aſide good Works, and to coun- 
tenance all Manner of Sin and Immorality; and in 
the other, he proved that they carried Matters a 
great deal too far, inculcated an unneceſſary Strict- 
neſs and Preciſeneſs, and were ſo mighty over- 
righteous, that they denied good Chriſtians the 
innocent Amuſements of Life. CY 

All. O Shocking ! Shocking ! 

2d Lady. Perhaps this ſtrange Turn that he has taken may be 
conſtitutional, and owing to ſome melancholy Diſ- 
order that is in the Family; and I'm ſure it this is 
the caſe, there's no Madneſs ſo terrible, nor ſo hard 
to cure as religious Madneſs; and for my Fart, I 
wiſh his Friends would conſult ſome able Phyſician, 
in Time, for I'm m—_ very uneaſy about him, Nl I 

ook 
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look upon Enthuſiſm to be O fy Mrs. Patchup, 
h- w could you be io cruel as to trum;: my King? 
4th Lady. I ſhould he api to think as you do, Ma'am, but I 
hive known the Family many Years, and never re- 
member any thing of thi Sort in any of them before; 
[ beſides, h. was always very gay and lively till he 
got into this Way. Don't you remember (Mrs. 
Lurchiem) how we admir'd his Dancing laft Aſſiacs? 
1// Lady. O yes, Mam, very well, and at the Races too. 
"Tis real ten thouſand Pitics that he ſhould be fo 
loſt to the World, for I ſuppoſe he'll] now bariſh 
himſelf from all Society, except that of a few poor 
moping uncharitable Crators, that are more likely 
to encourage him in thi unhappy Way, than to do 
him any good —Lord have mercy, Mrs. Patchup, 
wiil your I'rumps never b* all out. 
24 Lady. I was afraid of a Sans Prendre. 
34 Lady. Poor young Gentleman! *T'is pity he ſhould be fo 
 mittaken, for I rcally belicve he, means well. I 
think his Friends fhould endeavour to force him into 
Company, or to get the Biſhop to ſpeak to him. — 
Ponto. 
1/} Lady. Mrs. Formal mentions in her Letter, that his Father 
85 his good Friends Dr. Daul'em and Mr. Arch- 
eacun Smoot tongue, to endeavour to reaſon him, ) 
out of his odd Notions, but all in vain, (—As I 
hape to be ſaved J had like to have revoked ; TI think 
you led Clubs, Ma'am) Well! the Lord defend me 
from Extremes, I am for kceping the middle Way, 
and would have every Body good, without —_— 
themſel ve? particular; but People now-a-days mu 
be either Saints or Devils. 
4th Lady. Pleaſe to cut, Mrs. Lurchem. Tis I to deal. Pray, 


Ladies, were you at Prayers this Morning ? * 
1 . Ma'am. 
2d Lady. Did you take Notice of that ridiculous Figure, Lady 


IT. in her old turned Damaſk, mended under both. 
Arms? She ſat in the next Pew but one to me. 

34 Lady. That I did indeed; and it is ſuch a naſty, flimſy, 
greaſy Dab, that nobody would pick it off the Street. 
1 believe ſhe has had it above thcſe dozen Years, 
and to my certain Knowledge it has been both 
cleaned and dyed. | 

41h Lady. Her Maid told my Maid that ſhe never left off a 
Rag, ſo long as it would hang on her Back. 


24 Lady. 
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24 Lady. I looked her full in the Face when I turned towards 
the Altar to ſay the Belief, but the refuſed to make 
me a Curt'ſey. I fancy ſhe was in a very ſour Hu- 
mour, becauſe Mrs. MN. did not let her pals to the 
Upper End of the Pew. You know ſhe's a very 

proud Woman. 

4th Lady. And ſo was her Mother before her. 

34 Lady. I think Ma'am, that you and ſhe are not upon viſit- 
ing 1 erms. 

24 Lady. No Ma'am, never fince that little Tiff we had at 
Cards laſt Winter. I'm ſure ſhe bchaved monſtrouſly 
rude to me, and ſo I'd have her to know that I ſhall 
never be ſo mean as to ſtoop firſt. 

5 4th Lady. I think, Ma'am, you are quite right to ſhew a proper 

2 upon the Occaſion, ——<—Trump about. 

1/? Lady. For my Part, I : ake it a Rule never to miſs Church 
Wedneſdays, Fridays, and Saints Days, and did not 
touch a Card all Faſſion Week; and if Lady Gadwell 
had not come to Town, I queſtion whether I ſhould 
have play'd all Lent; however, I gave all my Win- 
nings to the Poor. O good God, I ſhall cer- 
tainly be beaſted. 

24 Lady, Tho“ Lady Gadwell is an intimate Friend of mine, 
and I wou'd not ſay ſo before every Body, yet I'm 

\ || | afraid ſhe is one of thoſe who have their Religion to 

chooſe, for ſhe makes no Scruple of eating Breakfaſt 
on a Communion Morning, and would fain have 
had me play at Cards on Eaſter Eve, a Thing which 
I thank God I never did in all my Life; but I had 
a very good Excuſe, being engaged todrink Tea with 
Mrs. Tattle, and old Lady Scandal, who you know 
wou'd neither of them play the Night before the 
Sacrament for all the World. So our Party was put 
off till the Monday, when we played fix Pools. 

34 Lady. Indeed, what between one Thing and what between 
another, I was a good deal hurried mytelf during 
Lady Gadwell's Stay, and wiſh ſhe had come at ſome 
other Time; but 1 bleſs my Stars I always tound 
Leiſure to read over the Pſalms and Leflons when I 
did not go to Church, and tho' I was unavoidably 
engaged Monday, Tueſday, Irdneſday and Thurſday, 
went thro' the whole Week's Preparation on the 
Friday and Saturday. Spadule. 

4th Lady. I'm ſure, Ma'am, that's more than could poſſibly 
have been expected, conſidering you had ſuch a par- 
ticular Friend in Town. tattadores. 


E 2 1/7 Lad Ys 


1 Lady. 


4th Lady. 


34 Lady. 


2d Lady. 


All. 
1/t Lady. 


3d Lady. 


1/7 Lady. 


18 
Pray, Mrs. Aliprop, where did you buy the ſalt fiſh 
you had on Friday, it was exceeding good ? I'm ſure 
eat ſo prodigiouſly, that I was obliged to take a 
little Surfeit Water before I went to Bed. 
I'm very glad you lik'd it, Ma'am. 1 1 it at 


the Corner of the Street, and had beſpoke ſome for 
laſt Wedneſday, but the Man diſappointed me, ſo I 
was obliged to give Iwo Shillings a Pound for Sal- 
mon, for Mrs. Patchup and Mrs. Bolfterup both know 
that I never eat any Fleſh Meat Wedneſdays and 
Fridays in Lent. Ba to. 
I remember dining with you, Mrs. Allprop, on King 
Charles's Martyrdom, after we had been twice at 
Church, and 1 thought your Cook made the beſt 
Fiſh Sauce I ever taſked. O Lud ! the Cards ſtick 
together ſo | can't deal. | 
For my Part, tho' I'm as much for a prudent Com- 
pliance with the World as any Body, yet I wonder 
how People can be eaſy whilſt they lead ſuch bad 
Lives as they do. The World ſurely was never more 
wicked: They actually ſay that Mrs. and 
Capt. D. are much more intimate than they ought 
to be, and you may depend upon it for Truth, for 
it was told me by a Lady, who had it from another 
Lady, to whom it was communicated by another 
Lady of undoubted Authority, as a moſt profound 
Secret; ſo pray Ladies let it go no further for the 
orld. 
O no, Ma'am, no to be ſure. 
And good Mrs. Formal. in the ſame Letter that ſhe 
relates the unhappy Account of poor Mr. Fs being 
turned Methodiſt, ſends me Word, that Lady G. made 
herſelf ſo particular at the laſt Soho in flirting with 
Lord B. that they are the Town's Talk; and that 
Miſs P. has certainly lain in privately, and that Sir 
Francis is grown immenſely jealous of his Wife; 
but I hate Scandal, and thcrefore only mention this 
among Friends. 
Ladies, the Poo! is out, and my Coach waits, ſhall I 
have the Pleaſure of your Company to-morrow Even- 
ing after St. Ann's . are over ? 


I tancy, Ma'am, we ſhall none of us chooſe to miſs 
Prayers, and as we ſhall meet at Church we can then 


ſettle our Engagements tor the Week. 
— 105 9 
THE END. 
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